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In Time to Say Goodbye

A COC immigration services success story

Through the efforts of the
COC and cooperation of

the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services, a dying

man's wish was granted.

amon Mendez was a farmer. He worked
R on Coastside flower farms for nearly 20

years, tending mainly dahlias and los per-
ritos, snapdragons. Even after cancer made it im-
possible for him to continue working, he was able
to tend a small garden on the Pescadero ranch
where he and his family lived. He planted cilantro,
tomatoes, chiles. He liked to cook, especially
menudo. “Mucho el menudo,” said his wife, Elvira
Zavala-Mendez, with a sad smile. His youngest
son, Miguel-Angel, said, “He would eat only his
own menudo.”

The COC's Lorena Galindo-Perez met Mr. Mendez
in the mid-1980s, when she helped him apply for
legal residency through the amnesty program. He
continued to work on Coastside ranches, return-
ing to Cueramaro, Guanajuato, Mexico, to visit his
family every two years. In 2000, his wife, Elvira;
daughter, Lucia; and youngest son, Miguel-Angel,
immigrated to the Coastside. But the eldest son,
Alvaro, who was 21 at the time, was no longer
eligible to immigrate as a dependent.

After an accident at work nearly three years ago,
Mr. Mendez sought the healing services of los so-

COC Fact Check

During June-September, the COC met critical needs for
279 families and 761 individuals:

> Provided food to 205 families and 559

individuals

> Provided housing assistance to 9 families

and 28 individuals

> Provided rental assistance to 2 families
(security deposit and other) and emergency
assistance to 7 families to avoid eviction

> Provided forms assistance to 94 families

> Determined 11 families are maintaining sta-
ble housing six months after receiving COC
rental assistance (100% of total evaluated)

The Mendez family (left to right) Lucia, Elvira, Melanie, Miguel-Angel, Jr., Miguel-
Angel). Mrs. Mendez holds a photo of Ramon, Alvaro and herself in Mexico when
Alvaro was a boy.

bradores, but when his health worsened, they encouraged him to see a medi-
cal doctor. By then, though, his newly diagnosed cancer had metastasized.

When Mr. Mendez became ill, he was still in the years-long process of petitioning
to bring Alvaro to the United States with the COC's assistance. But by mid-June,
Mr. Mendez's health worsened dramatically; this time his request was different.

He told Lorena, “The last thing | would love for you to do for me is to see
if you can bring my son to see me because | only have a few weeks of life. |
want to see my son for the last time.” Lorena filed the required paperwork
with the U.S. immigration officials, including providing a doctor's letter.

A week later, June 21, Alvaro flew to California on a ticket the COC pur-
chased. He arrived at 8:30 p.m. at his father's bedside, surrounded by the
rest of his family. Mr. Mendez had not spoken for 24 hours before Alvaro
arrived and that morning could no longer move the lower half of his body.
“When Alvaro arrived, he said, ‘I'm here, Papa. I'm here,'"” said Mrs. Mendez,
tears forming. “His last words were, ‘Hold me. Hold me." Alvaro put his hand
at the back of his neck — that's when he passed away.” Mr. Mendez died 20
minutes after Alvaro arrived.

Alvaro was able to stay a week, and the family again sought the assistance
of the COC to send Mr. Mendez's body back to Mexico with Alvaro. Alvaro's

petition for immigration was terminated with Mr. Mendez's death. Now Mrs.
Mendez will apply for naturalization and reinitiate the long process to bring

Alvaro to the United States — this time for good. - Katie Sanborn

WHAT COC CLIENTS NEED NOW ... That You Can Provide

> Clean winter coats in good condition > New warm socks
> Laundry detergent > Diapers > Cooking oil > Office
filing supplies > Shampoo, conditioner, soaps, toothpaste/
toothbrushes

For more information, call Susie Maya at 650-726-9071
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RediCoast Rolls Up

When Devil's Slide was out,
the COC and RediCoast

revved up their partnership.

antos Orellana, operations manager for
S RediCoast, a paratransit company operat-

ing on the Coastside, knew the moment
he saw the illuminated highway sign indicating
Devil's Slide was out that he and the COC would

be facing some logistical challenges getting
clients to necessary medical appointments.

By the second week of the closure, the COC and
RediCoast were cooperating along with Sam-
Trans to make sure COC clients got to their ap-
pointments. “Everyone cooperated — employees
and passengers,” Orellana said. “Nobody was
left out because of the closure.”

RediCoast, a division of MV Transportation in
Fairfield, provides approximately 100 trips a day
in nine buses for Coastsiders who cannot use

SamTrans or other public transportation systems.

During the Devil's Slide outage, RediCoast
provided rides to approximately 20 COC clients

a day, bringing in an extra driver to supplement
the COC's capacity. “It's a partnership,” said John
Murphy, vice president for the Bay Area for MV
Transportation. “We are working as partners with
[the COC] even to this day.”

Of the extra work for RediCoast, Orellana and
Murphy played down their roles. “We are here
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A COC transportation services success story

RediCoast drivers Renato Cruz Jr., George Leon, Ajax Guevara and Richard Aquino

to provide a service to the community. It doesn’'t matter who does it as long

as it's done properly,” Orellana said. - Katie Sanborn

Volunteer Opportunities

Looking for a way to give back to your community? Do your skills and interests fit one of
the following jobs?

> Family Harvest food distribution: 12 to 15 volunteers

> Assist with weekly clothing distribution: 1 volunteer

> Grantwriting assistant: 1 volunteer

> Maintain stock of food at COC Pantry: 2 or 3 volunteers
> Family Harvest food distribution: 12 to 15 volunteers

For more information, call 650-726-9071 or email Beth Bryant at savee@aol.com

Did You Know?

Citizenship Classes: “I'm so
happy to be a citizen,” said
Maurilio Flores, left, who studied
for the exam through the COC's
new citizenship course. “My
teacher, Anthony Moss, is very
good and helped me study, study,
study.” The COC began offering
citizenship classes — covering
history, government and mock
interviews — in June. The free
class is held every Wednesday at
the COC office on a drop-in basis.
For more information, call the
COC at 650-726-9071.





